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Where is laos?

Laos is a landlocked
country in mainland

Southeast Asia. It
borders Thailand,

Cambodia, Vietnam,
China, and Myanmar. 



Laos is known for its lush forests, natural
scenery, delicious food, kind people and so

much more!



It has beautiful temples,
clear blue sky, and
passionate farmers.



From 1964 to 1973, the
U.S. dropped more
than 2.5M tons of
ordnance on Laos

during 580,000
bombing missions.

History

*Ordnance is a mass noun referring to military materials such as weapons, ammunition, equipment, and vehicles. 



—equal to a planeload of bombs every 
8 minutes, 24 hours a day, for 9 years – 



making Laos the
most heavily

bombed country
per capita in

history. 



cluster
submunition

(bombies)

What
are

cluster
bombs?

cluster bombs



As many as one-third of the bombs dropped on Laos
never exploded, lying dormant for years or decades until

disturbed by a farmer’s plow or a child’s curiosity.

80 million
clusterbombs



What could happen to a person or
community when UXO is set off?

Life long injuries.Life long injuries.

Disabilities.Disabilities.

Financial hardships
for the entire family.

Financial hardships
for the entire family.

Death.Death.



An estimated
700,000 people,

amounting to
approximately 25%
of the population

of Laos fled.



Legacies of War is an
educational and advocacy

organization working to
address the impact of the

American Secret War in Laos
as well as the wars in

Cambodia and Vietnam.

What is legacies of War?

est. 2004

https://www.legaciesofwar.org/


We educate students and
young activists about the
history of the American

Secret War in laos.



We advocate for U.S. Governmental
funding to go towards clearing uxo in

laos, Cambodia, and vietnam!



What are uxo?

uxo = unexploded ordnance

bombs that did not explode when they hit
the ground. 



2023
we advocated for $73 million for uxo

clearance in laos, cambodia, and vietnam.



-Learn more about the history through our
Legacies Library on our website
-Donate to support our work
-Join our letter writing/call campaigns to your
members of Congress
-Tell one person about what you learned today

How can you be involved?



discussion questions
Why is it important to learn

about the history of the
Secret War in Laos?

As students, how can we
make an impact on this

issue?

Why are weapons so
harmful to a community?

How do we install hope for
the future of Laos in our
own local community? 



FOLLOW US
TODAY!

www.legaciesofwar.org

info@legaciesofwar.org

https://www.instagram.com/legaciesofwar/
https://www.facebook.com/legaciesofwar/
https://twitter.com/legaciesofwar?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9967349/admin/


THANK YOU & Kop Jai Lai Lai!!!


